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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Presentation 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [7.52 pm]:  I rise this evening to detail key elements of the 
government’s legislative program for the year ahead, which reflects our commitment to building a better future 
for all Western Australians.   

Firstly, I would like to offer a warm welcome and congratulations to the new member for Peel, Paul Papalia.  I 
congratulate him on what was a fine first speech.  Paul brings to this Parliament strong community credentials 
and a proven and longstanding commitment to public service.  I refer, of course, to his time serving our country 
in the Defence Force in a career spanning more than 20 years.  This included two periods of deployment in Iraq.  
He served for seven months with the United Nations Special Commission to destroy chemical weapons in late 
1992 and early 1993, and again in 2003 when he was deployed to Iraq serving as the Executive Officer of the 
Australian Clearance Diving Team Three on operations in southern Iraq and the Al Faw Peninsula.  In 
recognition of his first service in Iraq, he was awarded a Conspicuous Service Cross.  

Before I proceed to discuss our plans for the future, we need to assess where we are currently positioned as a 
state.  When we were elected to government, we sought to make a real difference, and I believe we have.  There 
is no doubt that Western Australia is in a great shape and that we are heading in the right direction and the 
direction people want us to head in.  Unemployment in the state has never been lower.  Economic growth has 
never been higher.  Our building program, public and private, has never been bigger.  To get a real picture of the 
progress we have made as a state, we need to compare the current state of our economy and services to the 
community with the state of decay that existed under the previous coalition government.  When we came to 
power, we inherited an economy valued at $76 billion. That economy was shrinking.  By the end of this financial 
year we will be looking at an economy valued at $126 billion.   

Total employment has grown by 16.8 per cent - that is 151 000 new jobs - while the unemployment rate has 
halved to a record low of three per cent.  It is not just the economy that is on the right track.  As a community, 
we have made significant gains in the core service areas of community safety, health, education and 
environmental protection.  An extra 330 police officers are now working to protect our community.  Home 
burglary rates are now 30 per cent lower than when we came to power and car thefts are down by 40 per cent.  
The number of nurses working in our hospitals has increased by 1 700 since 2001.  We have built 30 more 
schools, raised the school leaving age to 16 years and next year, 2008, we will be raising it to 17.  We are already 
seeing results, with 97 per cent of all 16-year-olds in WA this year either at school, in training, in an 
apprenticeship or otherwise employed.  That compares to the situation I inherited as education minister, which 
saw up to 50 per cent of boys in some places leaving school after year 10, declining retention rates across the 
board, zero growth on a low base in training and youth unemployment of nearly 30 per cent.  We have increased 
the number of apprenticeships in WA by 60 per cent.   

Protection of our local environment has dramatically improved.  There are now 33 extra national parks and three 
more marine parks.  In securing our state’s future water supplies, we are now recognised as leading the nation.  
Even the Prime Minister recently stated that WA was the only state to have taken this issue seriously.  I recall the 
situation we inherited when we came to office.  It was appalling.  Our efforts, in large part, can be attributed to 
our decision to build Australia’s first large-scale desalination plant at Kwinana which, when fully operational, 
will produce on average 130 million litres a day and supply 17 per cent of Perth’s needs.  We should contrast this 
to the state opposition’s current position on water, which is nothing.  It did not support the construction of the 
desalination plant.  Instead it supported a fantasy scheme to pipe water from the north or bring it south via a 
channel, which is now widely recognised by the community and experts as nothing more than an election 
gimmick.  It now has not one single plan for developing our state’s future water supplies. 

We have delivered real improvements to Western Australia - to our economy, public services, lifestyle and the 
regions.  The forecast for this year is likely to be another strong year for the WA economy.  Western Australia is 
vastly better off than it was six years ago and it is also much better positioned to be successful in the future than 
it was back then.  We have positioned ourselves for future success.  Obviously, that positioning is a work in 
progress.  It is work - that is, positioning ourselves for future success - that must be continuous.  That is why we 
have another strong legislative program for this year, which again reflects our key commitment to reforming our 
health system, reducing the road toll and meeting the challenge of climate change and stronger environmental 
protection. 
Our health system is undergoing a transformation that previous governments had neither the will nor the capacity 
to even contemplate.  Our $4 billion health reform program will deliver services closer to where people actually 
live, provide excellence to every aspect of patient care as well as ensure we get value from every dollar spent in 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 27 February 2007] 

 p53g-71a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Speaker; Mr Paul Omodei; Deputy Speaker; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr John 

Castrilli 

 [2] 

health.  Our economic effort - the effort of ordinary Western Australian men and women who constitute the 
economy - has given us this capacity to fund a capital works program in health and improve the way that we 
deliver services to those ordinary Western Australians that the new member for Peel reflected upon.  It will be 
one of the greatest legacies that any government can leave future generations.  In health, we have the plan - we 
have outlined that plan - the capacity and the will to carry it through.  We have the will that no previous 
government has had. 
To back this significant investment in our health system, the state government will continue to reform legislation 
governing health policy.  This includes a new bill to replace the Mental Health Act 1996, which will implement 
recommendations released from a statutory review by Professor D’Arcy Holman. The new mental health bill will 
advance the rights of people with mental illness while further supporting the responsibilities of mental health 
clinicians to provide quality care.  The new legislation will especially help to modernise the Mental Health Act 
by revising the definition of mental illness in accordance with internationally accepted standards; ensuring the 
provision of more information to consumers related to their care, including a mandatory discharge plan; 
expanding the role of the Council of Official Visitors and the Chief Psychiatrist to offer a more comprehensive 
advocacy and monitoring service; providing for the State Administrative Tribunal to take over the role of 
conducting mandatory reviews of involuntary patients within time frames that are significantly earlier than in the 
present act; and establishing new parts that will deal with children and adolescents and with complaints. 

In addition, the government will introduce new legislation to amend the Human Reproductive Technology Act 
1991 to maintain consistency with commonwealth legislation. This is needed as a result of recent amendments to 
the commonwealth legislation, dealing with human cloning and embryo research, that were passed in December 
last year. 

The number of lives lost on our roads is of serious concern for all Western Australians.  It is a tragedy that so 
many people are still being killed on our roads.  Although the government has already undertaken key reforms to 
make our roads safer, including tough anti-hoon laws and increased penalties for a range of road offences, we 
believe there is more work to do.  As a result, we will continue to pursue a number of measures to improve road 
safety and reduce the number of people dying on our roads. 

There are currently two pieces of legislation before the Legislative Council, which must pass as a matter of 
priority. The Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2006 significantly strengthens our highly successful anti-hoon laws, 
passed in 2004.  The new reforms will remove the need for a police officer to witness an offence in order to 
impound a vehicle, making it much easier to gain evidence to get hoons off our streets and protect innocent lives.  
The second piece of legislation, the Road Traffic Amendment (Drugs) Bill 2006, will introduce two new 
offences of driving while impaired by a drug and driving with a prescribed illicit drug in oral fluid or blood.  
This bill will also enable police to carry out random roadside drug testing and ensure that those under the 
influence of drug substances, not just alcohol, are detected.  

In addition to these existing bills, we also intend to introduce new laws to the Parliament this year to implement 
initiatives to deal with repeat drink-drivers and bolster the novice driver system.  Key legislative improvements 
will enable a tougher approach to repeat drink-drivers, including vehicle sanctions and alcohol interlocks to 
prevent further offences being committed.  The safety of novice drivers, and ensuring they are well prepared to 
meet the demands of different driving conditions, has seen the government already introduce reforms to the 
learners’ permit system.  Building on these changes, which include a lengthened three-year learner permit, the 
government will introduce a graduated demerit point system for new drivers as part of new legislative 
amendments.  The combined package of laws will also deliver on our commitment to establish a zero alcohol 
limit for learner and P-plate drivers.  Finally, we will take an even tougher approach to those drivers and 
passengers who do not a wear seat belt.  Such a simple measure can saves lives.  I am astounded by the number 
of people who are killed on our roads simply because they are not wearing a seat belt.  It is a carnage that is 
completely avoidable.  The government will push forward with plans to more than double fines for drivers and 
passengers who fail to buckle up and wear a seat belt to save their own lives.  The fines will increase from $200 
to $500.  We are even prepared to consider doubling these fines again if people still do not take notice.  We are 
also examining other penalties, including fines for speeding and drink-driving.  I believe that if we want to save 
people’s lives, and, perhaps even more importantly, if we want to save people from taking other people’s lives, 
we need to teach people a lesson that they will not forget.  I do not want to suggest that these reforms in 
themselves will provide a complete solution to saving lives on our roads.  The government will always listen to 
the community, as well as draw advice from a range of stakeholders, including expertise through the Road Safety 
Council, to improve legislation and road safety strategies. 
The government will also continue to tackle issues in the community that previous administrations have found 
too difficult to deal with or comprehend.  As a government that looks to the future, we must always be prepared 
to modernise our laws to not only reflect but also manage changes in community attitudes and social 
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relationships.  In this regard, the government will introduce new legislation to the Parliament to regulate 
surrogacy, as well as clean up the current mess and confusion relating to prostitution.  The new Surrogacy Bill 
2007 will ensure that we have the best framework in place to manage the practice of surrogacy for medically 
infertile couples and, most importantly, that the interests of the child are put first.  In particular, new laws will 
provide clarity on the status of the commissioning parents in a surrogacy arrangement.  This is very important 
legislation, and I believe it will be strongly supported by the community.  
We are also committed to introducing new legislation to reform the regulation of prostitution in Western 
Australia.  There is no doubt that this issue has been of ongoing and significant concern to not only local 
governments and their residents, but also the police, who must dealt with a vast range of issues and complexities.  
As a result, the government has agreed to adopt the recommendations of the Prostitution Law Reform Working 
Group, which considered laws in other states, as well as New Zealand.  The group also consulted with a number 
of community stakeholders, including representatives from local government, public health organisations, 
churches and legal bodies, and the sex industry.  The new bill will provide clarity for local government, police 
and the sex industry.  It will establish a new system in which the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor will 
regulate approved brothel and escort agency operators and managers under a certification system.  Businesses 
employing more than two sex workers will require operator/manager certificates, which will need to be renewed 
annually.  As outlined in the proposed legislation, brothels operating without being certified will receive 
penalties.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I am looking forward to the member for Alfred Cove’s contribution to this debate.  She has 
been making comments every few minutes, and it is not appropriate to interrupt this speech.  The member will 
have an opportunity to speak because it is a general debate.  The member will be able to contribute to this debate 
at the appropriate time, but now is not the appropriate time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Under the new laws, streetwalking and kerb crawling will continue to be illegal.  
Provisions that protect children from being involved in or exploited by prostitution will be maintained. 

The state government is constantly making decisions for our future; not for the next one or two years or the next 
election, but for the decades and generations to come.  This is nowhere more apparent than in our approach to 
climate change.  There has been a dramatic increase in public awareness of climate change and we are all 
grappling with it - at government level, at community level and at individual level.  Governments, industries and 
families are looking at the threat that climate change poses and at what they can do to meet the global climate 
change challenge.   

The state government is taking the issue of climate change very seriously and has already a range of initiatives in 
place.  The most recent initiative, which I announced in January, is a commitment by our government to 
purchase 20 per cent of its electricity from renewable energy; that is, one-fifth of the power used by government 
schools, hospitals, offices and other workplaces.  This will help to save 90 000 tonnes of carbon dioxide a year, 
which is equivalent to taking 21 000 cars off the road. 

The government will also continue to pursue further innovative policy initiatives as part of the climate change 
action plan, which is still being developed in light of recent recommendations made by the Greenhouse and 
Energy Taskforce and recent agreements made by the Council for the Australian Federation.  For example, the 
government is very excited about prospects in relation to energy renewables, including geothermal energy.  
There is great potential for this type of energy in our state.  We know companies are interested in exploration 
licences for geothermal resources.  We believe there are synergies between deep drilling for hydrocarbons and 
for geothermal resources that Western Australia can capitalise upon through its existing expertise in the oil and 
gas industry.  As a result, the government will introduce new legislation to help facilitate this new industry.  The 
proposed Western Australian petroleum and geothermal resources act will help create legislative guidelines for 
geothermal exploration projects in Western Australia, covering the two main types - hot, dry rock energy and 
more conventional geothermal energies.  The proposed legislation will include state ownership of Western 
Australia’s geothermal resources; secure tenure for geothermal proponents; regulation of exploration drilling and 
energy recovery; the ability to collect royalties; and  the capacity to have coexisting titles for mineral, 
petroleum and geothermal resources on the same land.  These changes have been joined with the Petroleum Act, 
because their resource exploration and production processes are similar and there is already an administrative 
body to deal with applications. 

One solution we do not believe is sustainable is nuclear power.  I do not need to again go over the reasons for 
our position, except perhaps for some members of the Opposition.  The Western Australian people know where 
we stand on this issue and support us.  We will back this clear commitment with legislation and will introduce 
this year a new bill to prohibit the establishment of nuclear power stations and enrichment facilities within WA.  
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Specifically, the legislation will seek to prohibit the construction or operation of nuclear facilities, regulatory 
approvals for a nuclear facility and the enabling of a nuclear facility to connect and transmit power to any 
electricity network. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Of course, not everyone shares our view.  The federal government has made it 
abundantly clear that it is looking towards plans to introduce nuclear power into Australia’s energy generation 
portfolio.  It will be interesting when the Western Australian people get to choose between a party that opposes 
nuclear power and a party that supports nuclear power for this state.  Of even greater concern is the 
commonwealth’s refusal to rule out overriding the state and using its power under the Corporations Act to 
impose such facilities on Western Australia.  In this event, the legislation will also compel the Minister for 
Energy to hold a plebiscite if he or she believes that the commonwealth government has taken or is likely to take 
steps supporting the construction of a nuclear facility in our state. 

Our reform to environmental laws is not limited just to climate change.  The government also intends to make 
further improvements to the Environmental Protection Act.  Building on a significant overhaul of penalties and 
regulations undertaken by our government in 2003, new amendments will be introduced that will increase 
penalties for pollution and environmental harm offences.  The main changes will see penalties for corporations 
that pollute the environment increase fivefold to a maximum of $5 million, bringing them in line with the highest 
penalties in Australia for environmental offences.  
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Capel and member for Vasse! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In addition, the amendments will introduce civil penalties that will make it easer to 
bring convictions for low-level offences.  
Several members interjected 
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Capel and the member for Vasse to order. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  New amendment bills tackling waste avoidance and resource recovery will also be 
introduced to deliver significant improvements in the way waste is managed throughout Western Australia.  This 
legislation will finally modernise waste management in WA and provide a number of new measures to reduce 
the amount of material going to landfill as well as increase the rate of recycling.  The changes include 
establishing a new waste authority to drive real improvements in waste management and manage the expenditure 
of landfill levy funds.  All these measures combined represent a comprehensive package of reform to our 
environmental laws and reflect our genuine plan to protect and enhance Western Australia’s unique lifestyle and 
environment. 

I want to talk about housing affordability, which is an issue because of the runaway success of our state’s 
economy.  None of the forecasters or governments, state and federal, predicted what has happened in this state.  
Last year, one forecaster predicted a one per cent decline in Perth house prices.  The average increase was nearly 
40 per cent.  I acknowledge that housing affordability is a serious issue for us now in Western Australia, 
particularly for first home buyers and renters.  Western Australia has experienced an enormous growth spurt, and 
this is one of the growing pains that comes with it.  The government is developing a range of initiatives that will 
help secure more affordable housing.  As members will be aware, one immediate measure, recently announced, 
will help 3 000 families to purchase their own homes in partnership with the state government.  This shared 
equity scheme will allow Western Australians and the state government to jointly purchase homes up to the 
value of $365 000.  It will mean that first home buyers on low to moderate incomes who are currently priced out 
of the market will now be able to afford a modest home, and the state government will share in that cost.  With 
the passage of time, as their finances permit, they will be able to purchase the government’s share of their home.  
Most importantly, it means that low to middle income earners will be in a position to make their first property 
purchase.  With the historical growth in the real estate market, it means that these people will have a chance to 
grow their own equity and achieve long-term financial security.  This model has been successfully used in the 
United Kingdom, and I believe it will alleviate some of the concerns for lower income first home buyers in 
Western Australia. 
We are also engaged in a dialogue with the building industry to look at real measures to ensure that land and 
house packages become available for first home buyers.  We will also immediately be expanding our capability 
in respect of planning - more planners and a better planning system.  As part of this process the government 
intends to undertake reform of land development through the establishment of a single land development 
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authority.  The land development agencies bill to be introduced this year will establish the agency, combining the 
current activities of LandCorp and the East Perth and Subiaco Redevelopment Authorities.  The key aim of this 
legislation is to combine the expertise of these agencies, as well as simplify existing processes to get the job 
done more quickly.  It makes basic commonsense to draw together all elements of these agencies into one body, 
including urban designers, architects, remediation specialists and planners, to tackle land development projects 
across Western Australia.  Under the legislation the new organisation will have two divisions.  The LandCorp 
division will continue to operate as a corporatised body without planning powers, while the second division will 
focus on a series of redevelopment projects.  The legislation also provides for local government representation 
on project boards set up for each relevant specified area. 
There are two bills currently before the Parliament that must be addressed this year.  The first, the Acts 
Amendment (Consent to Medical Treatment) Bill 2006, should be considered and completed.  As members well 
know, this bill will realise the state government’s commitment to reform the law relating to medical treatment 
for the dying.  As debated in this place last year, this legislation creates a framework whereby people can, in 
advance, write a health directive to give their consent or otherwise to a particular treatment in the event that they 
become mentally incompetent and require medical treatment for any condition, including a terminal illness.  
Alternatively, they may choose that treatment decisions be made by a guardian chosen by them.  Secondly, it is 
time for the Legislative Council to pass the Parental Support and Responsibility Bill 2005.  This is very 
important legislation to ensure that we can intervene at an early stage to prevent harm to children by giving 
support to parents.  In particular, it will see the establishment of responsible parenting orders that will allow 
courts to direct parents to engage with support services, with the possibility of a penalty being imposed if they 
fail to do so.  As previously outlined by the Minister for Child Protection, these orders are a last resort.  The 
legislation is also focused on voluntary agreements that will help parents access a range of support services.   

We are serious about solving the issues that confront us in government and about meeting and solving the state’s 
long-term challenges.  We are governing for the next generation and the one after that, not the next election.  
Projects such as the desalination plant and the Perth to Mandurah rail line are evidence of our commitment to 
solving long-term problems even when we are confronted with short-sighted criticism.  The legislation I have 
detailed today again confirms this approach as it drives reforms that will help guide better service delivery as 
well as strong environmental protection in the long term. 

The Labor Party is doing what it said it would do.  We are making decisions for the future.  That is the way we 
have approached government in the past six years, and that is the way that we will approach government in the 
future.  We are positioning this state for long-term success.   

Consideration - Motion 

On the question - 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [8.26 pm]:  I rise to respond to the 
Premier’s Statement and to join other members of the house in welcoming Paul Papalia, the new member for 
Peel, to Parliament.  It is good to see him in this chamber, especially given that he comes from a small southwest 
town like Burekup.  The new member for Peel and I share similar parentage and a similar background.  I recall 
very fondly that for many years Paul’s uncle Joe Papalia was the manager of Peters at Manjimup.  It handled not 
only milk and cream, but also peas, beans and corn.  The Papalia family is a well-respected family.  I welcome 
Paul to Parliament.  I hope that he enjoys his stay and that like all other country members he makes a great 
contribution to this place.   

We in Western Australia are a privileged lot.  We are experiencing an unprecedented boom that has been fuelled 
by a huge demand for our raw resources.  Indeed, China’s demand for our resources is massive and it is growing 
exponentially.  I was in Japan only last week, and after visiting a number of companies, there is no doubt that 
Asian countries are energy hungry and hungry for Western Australia’s resources.  There are huge opportunities 
for Western Australia in Asia.  This is a period during which people should be able to realise their dreams.  It is a 
period during which enterprises should be able to flourish and individuals should be able to invest and build their 
wealth, change their car, house and lifestyle and build a long-term future for their children.  Unfortunately, those 
things have been hampered by the mismanagement of the good times by the Carpenter government.  The 
government continues to thwart the aspirations of individuals and enterprises by putting hurdles in front of them 
at the same time that it reaps the benefits of the economic boom for itself and its Labor mates.  While the 
government has been slapping business and householders with massive taxes, it has been handing out millions of 
dollars to its union and Labor mates in grants, board positions and other jobs.  While developers have to wait for 
years before they can go through the regulatory hoops that are required before a project can proceed, the clients 
of Brian Burke and Julian Grill receive expeditious treatment in return for favour and money.  The government 
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has had to put in place a number of measures to expedite the approval process for major projects in the mining 
and resources sector.  It appointed Brendan Hammond to try to speed up the approvals process.  Likewise, the 
government has placed a troubleshooter in the planning and infrastructure sector to speed up the process.  That 
means that the system is not working any more.  The system that once served this state very well is now blocked.  
Developers, businessmen and entrepreneurs are very concerned about that blockage. 

We are still in a situation in which some people in Western Australia are struggling to buy a home.  People who 
do not earn at least $110 000 a year and those who are ineligible for the government’s new plan for people to 
buy a house valued at under $365 000 are precluded from buying a house.  Even people who work in the state’s 
ministerial offices and who are the sole breadwinners have very little chance of buying their first home.  In just 
one week, Brian Burke and Julian Grill would earn the $20 000 that must be paid in stamp duty for a median 
house price.  The question must be asked: what is the point of Western Australia enduring an unprecedented 
period of economic prosperity if the government of the day will not share that prosperity with its people?  Why 
does the government continue to amass budget surpluses of $2 billion?  That is above and beyond the very 
generous allocations that are currently provided to government departments.  Many government departments are 
unable to spend the money that they have been allocated.  Western Australia is still the highest-taxed state in the 
nation.  For many young people, the dream of owning a home is just that - a distant dream.  The gap between the 
haves and the have-nots has never been greater than it is today.  People wanting surgery and people on the 
waiting lists to see a doctor are waiting an unacceptable amount of time.  The government cannot provide 
enough teachers, nurses or police.  We never heard anything in the Premier’s speech about those issues.  The 
fundamentally important things to all Western Australians were not mentioned in the Premier’s speech.  The 
government has treated the Western Australian people with contempt.  At the same time, I realise that members 
on this side of the house cannot take the people of Western Australia for granted.  We will not simply fall into 
the trap of criticising the government; we will offer alternatives.  To that extent, our policies are well advanced, 
particularly in the areas of health, education and the environment.  We will provide an alternative vision for 
Western Australians that will be built on honesty and integrity, which is currently missing.  That is a challenge 
facing the Liberal Party, and it is a challenge that we know we are capable of conquering. 
I will now comment on the Premier’s speech and refer to some of the matters that were omitted.  It is a very 
flimsy speech.  At a time when the state’s economy is absolutely booming with huge surpluses and the Treasurer 
does not know what he will do next with the money, we have serious problems.  The Premier talked about 
protecting our local environment.  He said that it has been dramatically improved by the addition of 33 national 
parks and three more marine parks.  When the budget is brought down, I will be interested to see what amount of 
money the government has allocated to manage those national parks.  The Western Australian Labor Party has 
made great capital about the creation of new national parks, going back to its promises during the 2001 election 
and also the promises it made during the 2005 election.  Those new national parks have little or no management.  
Feral animals and noxious weeds are rife in them.  The government has been negligent on the environment.  The 
members for Capel, Moore and others contributed to the debate on the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management 
Bill.  That bill places far more onerous requirements on the private sector and on farmers than on the 
government.  The government should hang its head in shame over the management of the natural resources of 
Western Australia.  Just saying in name only that Western Australia now has 33 new national parks does not 
make one iota of difference if the parks are not managed properly.  More of our national parks will be destroyed 
by fire before very long.  That is a situation just waiting to happen.  If members do not believe me, they should 
talk to the people who live near Dwellingup.  We nearly lost the town of Dwellingup.  Just north of the town of 
Dwellingup, the fuel levels are older than they were in 1961.  The potential for major disaster by fire in Western 
Australia has never been greater.  Was there mention of fire and protecting people’s houses in the Premier’s 
Statement?  There was not one mention of it, and not long after we have had probably the greatest number of 
fires in this state for quite a period. 
The Premier said that the government had done a marvellous job with water supplies and that even the Prime 
Minister had recently stated that Western Australia was the only state that had taken the issue seriously.  I beg to 
differ.  There is no doubt that the other states are in dire straits.  The member for Yokine can snigger, but I will 
show members a little plan that has been produced by the Water Corporation.  The plan is very clear.  It is on a 
piece of A3 paper.  The bottom quadrant shows a blue section depicting the existing surface water sources of 136 
gigalitres a year.  The plan also shows existing ground water sources of 120 gigalitres a year, desalination of 
about 45 gigalitres a year, and Harvey Water of 70 gigalitres.  It also shows the south west Yarragadee aquifer.  
There is a line that goes from 320 gigalitres, which is the amount that is consumed in Perth today, to 500 
gigalitres, which is the amount that is expected to be consumed by 2020.  This graph is an official document of 
the government of Western Australia and the Water Corporation, and is used by all and sundry when they talk 
about water, whether they be conservation groups, industry groups or government groups.  It shows very clearly 
that we are, in fact, running short of water right now.  Supply is not meeting demand.  Strange though it may 
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seem, there was no mention of the southern Yarragadee in the Premier’s Statement.  Why not?  We know how 
problematic the southern Yarragadee is, and you would be well aware of that, Madam Deputy Speaker.  I have 
noted your comments with great interest and they are very valid indeed.  If the government does not have a 45 
gigalitre increase in water supplies in the very near future, by 2010 we will certainly be starting to have a critical 
shortage of water.  If the southern Yarragadee is not taken into account, a 137 gigalitre source capacity is 
required to restore the supply-demand balance by 2049-50.  The government does not have any plans to address 
that issue.  I would like to table this document.  It is an official document.  I invite those members opposite who 
think that the government is really up to date on the issue of water supplies to look at the graph.  I listened to the 
Minister for Water Resources when he said that the opposition does not know anything about water.  I can tell 
him that I was Minister for Water Resources for two years.  I also served for 11 years on a committee advising 
the minister responsible for water.  The member for Dawesville was Minister for Water Resources for four years.  
There is not the great dearth of knowledge of water issues on this side of the chamber that the Minister for Water 
Resources would like the people of Western Australia to think there is.  In fact, there is a great depth of 
knowledge and experience of water issues.  The member for Capel is one member who has researched this 
matter very well.  There was no mention made by the Premier of the southern Yarragadee and there is a distinct 
shortage of water. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Does the Leader of the Opposition wish to refer to that document again, or does he 
wish to table it now? 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  No, not yet.  I will refer to it again in a moment.  It is a very important document.  The 
Premier asked us in his speech to contrast his plan to the current state opposition’s plan, which is nothing.  That 
is patently untrue.  Again, the government’s propaganda machine would like the people of Western Australia to 
think that the Western Australian Liberal opposition does not have a plan for water.  We do have a plan and we 
have made it very clear.  We have made it very clear that we believe we should take water from the Wellington 
Dam.  It is plain. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  When? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  As soon as we get into government.  It is well known that if it were not for the contribution 
of national action plan money from the commonwealth government for the East Collie diversion pipeline to pipe 
hypersaline water into the mine voids, this state government would not have even done that.  That was a good 
initiative.  I will be the first one to say, and I am sure my colleagues will agree, that that was a very good 
initiative, and it is already starting to bring down the level of salinity in the Wellington Dam.  What has the 
government done about the Wellington Dam?  It was actually a Liberal government that brought in clearing bans 
in 1979 to make sure that the Wellington Dam’s salinity was ameliorated.  It was not a Labor government; it was 
a Liberal government, under Graham MacKinnon.  We know that the level of salinity has now gone down from 
1 600 to 900 milligrams a litre, so we are getting that level down quickly.  In winter, the dam contains 
180 gigalitres.  In a very wet winter when that dam is overflowing, there is huge scope for the Water Corporation 
to shandy that water with the water from other dams close by, whether it be South Dandalup, Harris River or any 
others.  Therefore, the Premier should not tell members on this side of the house that we do not know anything 
about water. 

I will deal with the desalination plant.  Conservation people in Western Australia - members should not take just 
our word for it - are very concerned about the way in which the government manages the desalination plant and 
the potential damage to Cockburn Sound. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  You would close it down, would you? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  No, we would not close it down.  However, we are very keen to see more recycling and 
more work done on the Harvey irrigation scheme and the piping of the channelled waters.  That is a very good 
initiative.  It was a Liberal government that privatised the irrigation water in the Harvey area.  It was when I was 
the minister, as a matter of fact.  We went down there and got the south west farmers to take over that water.  It 
is their innovation that has given the government of Western Australia an extra 17 gigalitres of water to play 
with.  If the government were to pull its finger out and do a bit more in a hurry, it would find that Harvey Water 
could provide a lot more water for the metropolitan area. 

The other issue is that of recycling.  I have heard about the initiative for the reinjection into the Gnangara 
mound.  That is a very good initiative.  It should have been done years ago.  However, let me raise one very 
obvious point.  In the past five years in Perth, 30 000 new houses a year have been built, most of them in new 
subdivisions.  Has this government gone to the extent of requiring those developers to have a dual system in 
those new houses?  There are 150 000 houses using our water, and 50 per cent of it is going onto the garden.  In 
my electorate, this is the kind of innovation that people, without any incentive, can take up.  The Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River is borrowing $2 million of ratepayers’ money to pipe waste water from its waste water 
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treatment plant to the next subdivision so the developer can put that water on gardens.  The net result is that 
50 per cent of water per household will be saved.  The government of Western Australia, with all its experts and 
this wonderful minister who tells us that we do not know anything about water, has not been able to do that.  It is 
so simple in a new subdivision to require that there be a dual system.  There is membrane technology now 
whereby water can be cleaned up and polished on a suburb-by-suburb basis.  Has this government done that?  Is 
there anything in the Premier’s Statement about that?  No, there is not.  I will let my case rest on water. 
I will take the opportunity to table this very good graph that shows exactly where Perth’s water supply is going 
into the future.  It states on the graph - 

If the Corporation is successful in securing a 17GL water trade, and the 45GL South West Yarragadee 
(or Desalination No 2) source, this will restore the IWSS supply/demand balance until 2017/18   

That is the case if the southern Yarragadee is included.  If it is not, we are short of water today. 
[The graph was tabled for the information of members.] 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I will talk further about the southern Yarragadee.  As members will know, the opposition 
opposes water being taken from the southern Yarragadee for a number of very public reasons.  The people of the 
south west and all the conservationists in Western Australia - the Greens (WA) in particular - are concerned 
about the environmental damage that may occur as a result of drawing water from the southern Yarragadee.  If 
we add to that the requirement of regional water needs into the future for one of the fastest-growing areas in 
Western Australia - from Bunbury and Busselton to Margaret River - that is why people are concerned.  It is not 
just about the people in the south west.  It is not a question of it being their water and other people not being able 
to have it.  There are already 14 major dams in Western Australia, eight of which are in the south west.  There is 
not that type of sentiment down there.  People understand that the cheapest water that can be captured and the 
water that uses the least energy to move is water that is captured by dams.  We have concerns about the 
environment.  The member for the South West Region, Hon Paul Llewellyn, is mounting a huge campaign in the 
region using postcards.  People on our side of the political fence, including Hon Barry House, Hon Robyn 
McSweeney, Hon Nigel Hallett, the member for Capel, the member for Bunbury, the member for Vasse and me 
are all very concerned about taking water from the south west.  This is not just a political issue.  This is a very 
important issue for people who live in the south west and who are concerned about damage to the environment.   

We know that the Blackwood River is highly saline.  It will be many years before we can restore any real health 
to the Blackwood River.  There are still ecosystems that exist within the Blackwood River, the Harvey Inlet, 
Scott River and so on.  The tributaries of the Blackwood River, Scott River, St John’s Brook, Poison 
Gully/Milyannup Brook and Capel River - just to name a few - are all streams that are in reasonably good 
condition today.  Members do not have to take my word for it because the information is in the science.  A very 
good letter was sent to the minister by Peter Lane, who represents the Cape to Cape Alliance.  Peter Lane stood 
against me in the last election for the Greens (WA).  He is a hydrogeologist so he knows his stuff.  His letter is 
worth reading.  It was sent to the minister, the Premier and the member for Riverton et al.  If the Premier is at all 
interested in the southern Yarragadee, I recommend that he read it as it is very sensible.  It is very technical and 
gives all the reasons water should not be taken from the southern Yarragadee.   

I will touch on a couple of points in the letter.  He states that the Water Corporation’s model is based on rainfall 
for the next 30 years.  It ascertains that there will be a nine per cent permanent reduction in recharge.  The letter 
also contains a lot of information from the Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee’s interim 
report.  I will quote part of Peter Lane’s letter - 

There has been a phenomenal shift of climate and weather in the south of WA and it does appear to be 
unique worldwide . . . there seems to be no other place that is drying quite as fast as the south of 
Western Australia . . . We have had to cope with that over the last 10 years.  It has been a trend, we now 
know with the best of hindsight, for about 30 years. 

For the last eight or nine years the rainfall has been down by about 21 percent on what it was up until 
1974 and the runoff has been down by 64 percent. 

There is reference to research from the Indian Ocean Climate Initiative for the periods August 2005 and 
September 2006.  It found that reduced rainfall has resulted in a 50 per cent decrease in run-off.  There is other 
information included in the letter but I will not go through it all because it belongs to Peter Lane.  It shows very 
clearly that there is a serious decline in rainfall in the south west.  Last year the reduction of rainfall from Cape 
to Cape was 50 per cent.  That might be a one-year event.  La Niña will take over from El Nino and we might 
return to sensible and regular rainfall patterns.  The truth is that nobody can depict what damage is occurring to 
that aquifer by this reduction in rainfall because the damage will not manifest.  Even a layperson such as me 
knows that the damage will not manifest itself for many, many years into the future.   
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We should look at what is happening to the water from Lake Jasper and the associated lakes - Lake Quitjup in 
particular and the Reedy wetlands - which drain into the Scott River.  They are all very sensitive wetlands.  It is 
predicted that the water table levels will fall even further.  I have a paper called “Escalating Ecosystem Stress to 
Australia’s only Biodiversity Hotspot” dated October 2006, a very recent document.  The authors are Don 
Bradshaw and Felicity Bradshaw of the University of Western Australia School of Animal Biology, Stephen 
Hopper from the UWA School of Plant Biology, Peter Horwitz and Ray Froend from the ECW School of 
Natural Sciences, and Peter Davies from UWA Centre of Excellence in Natural Resource Management.  These 
people have been going to all the public meetings.  They are eminent scientists who know their stuff.  They are 
saying to the people of Western Australia that this is too dangerous, this should not happen, and that there are too 
many ecosystems and too many biological species that will be placed under threat as a result of taking water 
from the Yarragadee.  I put it to the members of the Green movement before the Peel by-election that to fire a 
shot across the bow of the state government, they might give their preferences to the Liberal Party.  I thought 
they might melt for a bit.  But, no, they did not.  I am a bit disappointed about that.  There is a lot of information 
in this document about the southern Yarragadee.  I have made speeches in this Parliament about the Water 
Corporation’s figures and about the recharge in the Blackwood River that comes up from either the Leederville 
or the Yarragadee aquifers.  I will quote from some of the streams in this document - 

The environmental health of the lower part of this river and the Hardy River - 

that is the Blackwood River - 

and the Hardy Inlet - 

which is right down near Augusta - 

into which it flows is dependant on cold, fresh water from the Yarragadee and the overlying Leederville 
formations.  The annual discharge into the river and its tributaries is estimated to be up to 40 gigalitres 
per year.   

At one stage the figures provided by the Water Corporation were eight gigalitres.  It then went to 12 gigalitres, 
16 gigalitres and 20 gigalitres.  The truth is that I do not think there is any definitive information.  This document 
says it is estimated to be up to 40 gigalitres.  It continues - 

Above Hutt Pool and below here an additional 11 gigalitres is contributed by the Yarragadee alone.  In 
summer months, this fresh water can make up to almost 90 per cent of the flow of the river.   

Just west of Nannup, the river has all but stopped.  This is the massive Blackwood River.  It is one of the biggest 
rivers in Western Australia.  There is a whole lot of documented, scientific information that says we should not 
take water from the southern Yarragadee.  We did not just say, “Don’t take water from the southern 
Yarragadee.”  We said that there are alternatives.  We believe that Wellington Dam is a viable alternative for the 
government.  In the end, if it is hypersaline water, a desalination process - a reverse osmosis process - can occur.  
There have been a number of reports.  Peter Coyne in particular has been talking about desalinating water from 
the Wellington Dam for many years.   

I will move on to some of the other aspects of the Premier’s speech that concern me.  I notice that the Mental 
Health Act will be replaced.  That is a step in the right direction.  It would help if the government changed its 
policy on drugs.  We should look at road safety initiatives.  We on this side of the house have said time and again 
that we need a parliamentary committee to look at the whole aspect of road safety.  The public of Western 
Australia would welcome that.  The member for South Perth has been going on about road safety for a long time.  
We need a full inquiry at which people could come up with ideas that may change the number of people who die 
on our roads rather than using punitive action to try to stop people driving if they are not wearing seatbelts.  I do 
not think we will ever be able to stop those sorts of things.  The government is not dealing with reality.  Not 
enough is said in this house about road safety measures.  A parliamentary committee would be the way to go.  It 
should be a full and open inquiry that listens to what the community has to say, for a change.   

I refer now to the initiatives on the environment and the plan to bring in legislation about geothermal power.  
There is no doubt that geothermal energy is one option, and we have supported that all along, provided it is cost 
effective.  When the Greens (WA) introduced a bill to increase renewable energy targets by 20 per cent, the 
Liberal Party supported that legislation in the upper house, where it was passed.  However, when it was 
introduced into the Legislative Assembly, the Labor Party threw it out.  The Premier’s credentials on the issue of 
renewable energy targets are in tatters.   

I will raise the issue of nuclear power for a moment.  Nobody is saying that we should have a nuclear power 
station in Western Australia.  However, a massive expansion of the Olympic Dam project in South Australia is 
planned, under a Labor government.  Do they bring back the nuclear waste from their clients?  Is there a nuclear 
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waste disposal centre in South Australia?  There is not; and South Australia has a Labor government just like the 
one in Western Australia.  When I was in Japan last week, the story that came up again and again from the gas 
and electricity companies was that they could not understand why the government of Western Australia would 
not allow the export of uranium.  It is the only way to significantly reduce greenhouse emissions.  
Mrs J. Hughes:  In what year - 2050?  
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The member for Kingsley is living in the dim, dark ages.  Japan built three new power 
plants last year.  There are 55 nuclear power plants in that country.  
Mr T. Buswell:  Go back to the City of Wanneroo and bribe some of your fellow councillors.  

Withdrawal of Remark 

Ms J.A. RADISICH:  I believe the member for Vasse cast an aspersion upon the member for Kingsley, and I 
would like you to ask him to withdraw it, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  If the member for Vasse made a direct allegation against the member, then he will 
need to withdraw that statement.  I heard a direct allegation.  
Mr T. BUSWELL:  My apologies, Madam Deputy Speaker; I withdraw.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  While I was in Japan, I visited Kobe.  I went to the earthquake place, where the whole city 
was destroyed in 10 seconds.  Japan is a very disciplined country and a major trading partner of Western 
Australia.  It has built very strong trading relationships with this state over the past four or five decades.  It is a 
very sophisticated country, with more than 50 nuclear power plants.  There are liquid gas installations very close 
to residential areas in an earthquake zone.  The very strong argument put by the Japanese is that they cannot 
believe that a government would deny energy deficient Third World countries a fuel source that would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  It is a blight on the Premier’s environment credentials.  When Labor governments in 
every other state in Australia can export uranium, the Premier wants to play the scaremongering game to scare 
people about things like Chernobyl, nuclear waste and all of that rubbish.  It is about time the Premier and his 
government grew up and came into the twenty-first century on this issue. 

I have no problem with changes to the Environmental Protection Act, provided they are for sensible reasons.  
However, the Premier should talk to the major resource companies and to farmers about the environmental 
legislation that has been enacted in this state.  When that legislation came into the Parliament, I described it as a 
sledgehammer to crack a nut.  I still believe it is.  That legislation needs to be changed.  However, those changes 
need to be sensible changes.   

The Premier’s Statement mentions housing affordability.  I am sure the member for Vasse, the shadow minister 
for Housing and Works, will expand on that issue.  The Opposition set up a housing affordability task force, 
which came up with a dozen very sensible recommendations.  There is nothing in the Premier’s Statement about 
land tax.  There is an acknowledgment that housing affordability is a serious issue in Western Australia, 
particularly for first home buyers and people who are renting; however, that is the only comment in the 
Premier’s speech about that matter.  The Premier’s tax policies are killing young people who are trying to buy or 
rent a house in Western Australia.  I will give credit where credit is due.  The shared equity scheme -  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs D.J. Guise):  Order!  I am sure the Leader of the Opposition is capable of 
making a speech without the concerted efforts of members on my left.  I would like to hear what the Leader of 
the Opposition has to say. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Madam Deputy Speaker, you have always been a very good judge. 

There is nothing in the Premier’s Statement about land tax and about making the purchase or rental of a house in 
Western Australia more affordable.  All we have had is a promise.  In the future, the people of Western Australia 
will judge the Treasurer for what he is - Ripper the rip-off merchant.  As I have said, I will give credit where 
credit is due.  The shared equity scheme is a good initiative.  However, it will go only part of the way.  I would 
be surprised if many people will benefit from that scheme, because it will cut out at $365 000.  Not many houses 
in Western Australia can be purchased for less than $365 000.   
The Premier’s Statement is very flimsy.  There is nothing in the statement about planning for the City of Perth 
and about the Committee for Perth’s deliberations.  There is nothing in the statement about the proposed 
stadium.  The report of the task force has not come out yet, and I do not want to pre-empt what may be in that 
report.  Burswood Entertainment Complex has put forward an excellent stadium proposal.  I have had a close 
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look at that proposal.  I believe it will enhance the City of Perth.  I have not discussed that with my colleagues.  
However, I am prepared to meet with the government in a bipartisan way and talk about the stadium proposals.  

The Premier’s Statement is supposed to set out the future program of the government of Western Australia.  
There is nothing in the statement about the fact that this state is a resources hub, and about how this state can use 
its technology in mining and resources, and also in engineering, to provide jobs post the boom.  The Opposition 
has a policy about how we will provide jobs post the boom.  We have made that policy very clear to the public.  
The government should have a policy on that matter, given that is the fundamental plank on which the 
Committee for Perth is basing its deliberations.   
There is nothing in the Premier’s Statement about education.  Perhaps the Premier was afraid to mention the 
three terrible words, outcomes-based education, and the shambles in education in Western Australia.  The final 
matter is the Parental Support and Responsibility Bill 2005.  If the Premier really wanted that bill to be passed, 
he would not play politics and use his spin doctors but would put that bill at the top of the notice paper in the 
Legislative Council, and it would be dealt with.  The concern of the Liberals and the Greens in the upper house 
has been about the penalties that are proposed to be imposed if people do not engage support services.  Many of 
the people who require parental support services are on low incomes.  I have no objection to parenting programs.  
I believe there is a need for parenting programs in Western Australia.  The typical family these days is not a 
mum, a dad, three kids and some grandparents.  Many families in Kwinana, in the member for Peel’s electorate, 
are single-parent families.  Therefore, we need to be cognisant of that.  The Liberal Party will certainly have a 
strong policy on families, particularly the care of children.  The Premier’s Statement makes no reference to 
children.  It contains a smart alec comment about getting the Legislative Council to pass the Parental Support 
and Responsibility Bill.  The government should put that bill at the top of the notice paper and get on with it.  
The government should not put the blame on anyone else.   
The Premier’s Statement does not make any reference to the mandatory reporting of child sex abuse.  One of the 
most prominent issues before this Parliament last year was child sex abuse, but this statement does not make one 
mention of it.  No reference is made to either paedophiles or the abuse of young boys.  These issues should have 
been included in this statement. 
Western Australia is enjoying unprecedented good times.  The government’s coffers are overflowing.  A lot of 
things in the Premier’s Statement are good initiatives, but a heck of a lot is missing. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [9.06 pm]:  I had no intention of 
speaking at this time.  I thought a member on the other side would speak.  However, I will make my contribution 
now and commence by welcoming members to the Parliament.  It has not been a very positive day for members, 
but let us hope that things improve.  I wish all members the best for 2007.  We have an important year ahead of 
us. 
I congratulate the new member for Peel, Paul Papalia, on his maiden speech.  It was an excellent speech that was 
very well delivered, and I wish him the best in this place. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The member for Darling Range. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is okay, member for Darling Range. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  No, it is not.  The member knows that he should not walk between the Chair and 
the member on his feet. 
Mr J.H.D. Day:  My apologies.  I thought I was out of the line of fire. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is okay, Madam Deputy Speaker, because I am quite tall! 
I find that after the Christmas break, the middle of January to February, is a great time in one’s electorate.  It 
gives local members the opportunity to get around their electorates and meet with people and community groups 
and gain a lot of feedback.  I usually find people are refreshed after a break, and when school starts the year 
begins to roll.   
People talk about the negatives and positives.  However, regardless of the negatives, there are so many positives.  
However, a lot of positive things occur at the beginning of the year, such as community activities that bring 
people closer to their communities.  I refer to events such as the triathlon that is held in Dumbleyung in 
February, and the Apprentice of the Year that is run by the Katanning Rotary Club.  Its award night involves 
both the apprentices and the employers.  It is a fantastic initiative that went down very well this year.  I refer also 
to the Boyup Brook Country Music Festival.  I am not a great country music fan.  I like some country music, but 
I am not one to listen to it for hours.  However, this event has grown, and over the past two or three years the 
number of people attending it has tripled.  This year John Williamson attended the festival.  To have someone of 
his standing perform at this festival was a great coup for a small community.  The street parade and activities that 
were held on the Saturday were absolutely outstanding.  If members want to experience something different and 
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learn something about country life, this festival is worth attending.  I am sure that next year it will be even bigger 
and better. 
In my electorate is a small town called Darkan that holds the Darkan beach party.  There are no beaches 
anywhere near Darkan, except at Lake Moodiarrup.  The local publican and others organise the party.  They put 
down some sand and close off the middle of town.  It is a fantastic event, particularly for young people.  These 
sorts of events demonstrate what country communities are capable of doing.  They never cease to amaze me.   
Some big events will take place in my electorate this year.  The weekend after next the Wagin Woolorama will 
be held.  It is a huge agricultural exhibition field day.  This year it will be even bigger and better than previous 
wooloramas.  The Narrogin Revheads is a fantastic show that occurs later in the year.  It is unique.  Members 
talk about road deaths, which I will refer to later, but Revheads gives youngsters the opportunity to get out in a 
controlled situation to let off a bit of steam.  We know that youngsters, particularly males, like to give their car 
an occasional whirl, and at this event they can do that in a controlled environment.  All the money that is raised 
goes into community projects, providing equipment for the hospital, and a hundred and one other things in that 
region.  It is all done by local community people and is a wonderful event.  The Bridgetown Blues Festival is 
another big event, as is, of course, the Dumbleyung Bluebird Festival.  There is also a famous 50th birthday 
coming up in my electorate.  I refer to Ross Ditchburn, whom many members will remember as a great footballer 
for Claremont and Carlton. 
Tonight I have an opportunity to talk about issues that have been brought to my attention particularly in the first 
part of this year, although some of them date from last year.  I will begin with the recent problem with pole-top 
fires in our electricity system.  I have spoken today to the Minister for Energy, Hon Fran Logan, about the 
problem.  About 10 days ago we had some early rain in the shires of Kojonup, Katanning and Broome Hill that 
resulted in 37-plus pole-top fires in two days.  It was a really dangerous situation.  Such a high number of fires in 
that small area is unacceptable.  I also had reports of many other pole-top fires.  The weather contributes to that, 
and although it does not rain much any more in Western Australia, it will rain from time to time.  I acknowledge 
that the government has implemented a $60 million program over five years, but we are already three years into 
that program.  It provides $12 million a year, and although it is helping - I acknowledge that - it is obviously not 
doing enough.  We have to upgrade the program and commit more resources to it.   
There are a number of aspects to this matter.  One is the safety problem.  I am really concerned because locals 
have to go out and try to do something about these pole-top fires.  I am concerned that a young farmer or 
volunteer may do something silly by spraying water on live wires and we will have a tragedy.  There are live 
wires on the ground because the poles have burnt down.  There is also a fire risk if three or four of these fires get 
away on a bad day.  Luckily, on those days we did not have bad fire conditions, so the volunteers have been able 
to keep the fires under control.  Another problem is that volunteers were tied up for two days in fighting the fires 
and one day happened to be on the weekend.  The fires took people away from local sport and we were unable to 
get as many volunteers on the weekend.  It also puts other emergency services under pressure.  The minister has 
asked me to define where the main problem was and I plan to take that up with the local fire people so that the 
minister can do something about it.  I would appreciate it if he could do something.  This is not a problem that is 
confined solely to my area, so I will continue to talk to the minister about more resources and funding for that 
program. 
A further aspect of this matter is that people were really frustrated when they tried to ring Western Power’s call 
centre to report the fires.  By the time the message got through it was really too late for the local Western Power 
representatives to do something.  People are used to giving pole numbers, but Western Power wanted the 
roadside numbers, so there was some confusion.  That needs to be ironed out.  Our local Western Power workers 
do a fantastic job.  At the Kukerin fires and the more recent Williams and Porongurup fires, the farmers and 
volunteers involved had nothing but praise for the local Western Power linesmen.  They gave up their weekend 
and went out of their way to get the power back on.  They did a great job.  We need to have call centres with a 
local Western Power representative so that that person can activate things to get linesmen out to work with the 
volunteers before we have a tragedy.  I will talk to the minister about that.  It is something we can do to make a 
difference and save someone’s life. 
I want to talk about aged care workers.  This is a federal issue as much as a state issue.  I have written to the 
federal minister about it and I am not really happy with the reply I received, so I will continue to pursue the 
matter.  Level 3 aged care workers are paid as little as $14 an hour to work in this important area.  These workers 
are looking after our elderly residents at aged care homes.  They are looking after people who have served this 
state and country and brought us to the position we have reached today.  We are losing these workers and cannot 
replace them.  They are giving up because the work is too demanding and the pay is inadequate.  In a couple of 
areas in my electorate young women have taken on this role but have given it away because it is not worth it.  
The majority of their clients are old people affected by dementia, and there are danger issues.  It is also not the 
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most pleasant work.  It is an issue that really worries me.  The aged care role will increase as a lot more people 
like me, of the baby boomer era, age.  I will therefore continue to talk to our health minister and to the federal 
government, which has a responsibility that it is not quite meeting at this stage. 
We now have a new regional director of health in the great southern, Rob Pulssord.  I congratulate Rob, whom I 
met for the first time the other day.  I wish him good luck in his job.  It is a big role to play in that area and in 
such an important area of health.  There is also a new lady, whose name escapes me this evening, who has been 
appointed director of health for the wheatbelt.  I have not met her yet, but she is just starting in the wheatbelt 
area.  I also congratulate Geraldine Ennis, who had been acting head of Katanning District Hospital and has now 
won the position permanently.  She was formerly head of Katanning District Hospital.  I am sure she will do a 
wonderful job in the goldfields area. 
Health is a big issue for everyone wherever I go.  Country areas have an issue with attracting and maintaining 
doctors.  We had big problems in Katanning, which we managed to overcome.  We have had a turnover of 
doctors in Wagin, and thanks to the productivity of members of the local shire we now have another doctor.  
Narrogin has been very well served.  We have a wonderful hospital in Narrogin that has had a number of 
doctors.  We have just lost about three or four doctors. We therefore have a mini crisis there at the moment.  
However, I hope that will be overcome shortly.  Visiting specialists are really critical, particularly in major 
hospitals.  Visiting specialists visit Narrogin, but I would like to see more come in on a regular basis.  I know 
that what we have is better than nothing, but it is an area on which we can still improve. 
While we are talking about health, I want to mention dental health care.  I brought an issue to the attention of the 
Minister for Health last year but nothing has happened about it.  We need some government health clinics in 
rural WA.  Elderly people in Rockingham, for instance, with denture problems and that type of thing can attend a 
government clinic at no cost and have their problems seen to.  In rural areas where there are no government 
clinics, people must attend a private practitioner at a greater cost.  Some people, particularly elderly people, are 
not attending those private clinics because they cannot afford it, and that is causing major health problems.  That 
is an area on which we really need to focus. 
I noted that the Premier mentioned quite a bit about mental health reform in his statement; I will therefore be 
watching that closely.  People may have forgotten but I have often said that country WA provides good mental 
health services.  Services in country WA have definitely improved in my six years as a member of Parliament.  I 
congratulate the government for improving those services, but there is still a long way to go.  I am really 
concerned about resourcing and the number of mental health workers.  I see a lot of them under so much 
pressure that, at times, I fear for their own mental health.  I think we need to be very careful about that. 
The Premier said in his statement that the state’s $4 billion health program will deliver services closer to where 
people live.  If that does happen, that will be a great thing.  I think it is happening in the metropolitan area but it 
is not happening in the country.  Health services are actually being taken away from where people live.  We 
might still have what is called a hospital in Dumbleyung, which I talked about two to three years ago in this 
Parliament when it was a big issue.  With the efforts of the people of Dumbleyung, the local government and me, 
we were able to keep that hospital.  It is a critical facility.  It is not really a hospital; it is an aged care facility 
with four beds and a very basic accident and emergency unit.  However, it is still very important for the people 
of that town.  I recall arguing the issue with the health minister and the health minister saying to me that the 
people in Dumbleyung are only 31 kilometres from Wagin, which has a good hospital.  That is true, but someone 
who lives 50 kilometres on the other side of Wagin is 81 kilometres away from the hospital.  I have spoken 
before about what it was like when I was a single parent with little girls.  In the middle of the night, when we are 
worried that our children might be slightly asthmatic or have a bad rash and we do not know what it is, it is 
critical to have that local point to which we can take them.  I believe we are at a stage now when the government 
needs to rethink its country health program.  It has tried to make big regional hospitals the hub and spoke system.  
I realise that we cannot have every service everywhere, but some hospitals now need to be upgraded.  I am 
talking about middle-sized towns such as Wagin or Kojonup that used to deliver theatre and maternity 
services etc.  I am not saying they should provide the exact services they provided in the past, but I think with 
the population starting to grow out there again we must target some of these towns and upgrade their hospitals, 
as they are so very important.   
I turn now to education.  I was really pleased when the former Minister for Education and Training appointed me 
as deputy chair of the Rural and Remote Education Advisory Council, which is operating under the chairmanship 
of upper house member Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm.  I have faith that the committee will deliver sound advice to 
the Minister for Education and Training.  The committee will present the minister with some recommendations 
at our next meeting.  There are many issues in education, which is such an important area.  I remember that the 
then Premier stated at the start of this term of government that the key issue over the next four years would be 
education.  It had to be the key issue, because it is so very important.  I congratulate the Minister for Education 
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and Training on a couple of decisions he has made.  His decision about outcomes-based education showed 
leadership and courage; indeed, it has won great support.  I also congratulate him on his decision last week not to 
move year 7 students into middle school.  That could be done, but it should not be compulsory.  Such a move 
would work in the metropolitan area and in the big centres like Bunbury and Geraldton.  However, in my region 
it would have a catastrophic result.  Many kids in our area already have to leave home to attend high school; we 
should not force them to leave home at the end of year 6.  I went to boarding school at the end of year 5.  I loved 
boarding school because of the sporting opportunities it offered.  However, if they had their time over again, I do 
not think my parents would have sent me away at that age.  If we lose year 7 students, we might lose some of the 
little schools that continue to play an important role in country areas.  As the Minister for Education and 
Training said - I agree with him - education is the right of every person.   
One thing that the committee is considering - this is an important issue to me - is the fantastic role played by 
district high schools.  Some smaller district high schools are under pressure and I do not want to see them close.  
However, if it reaches a point at which the critical mass is not delivering to our kids what they should be 
getting - and the parents of those kids agree - I would not have a problem with those schools closing.  The raising 
of the school leaving age has meant that we should be utilising our district high schools, because they have many 
unutilised facilities.  They should be utilised for vocational education and for traineeships and apprenticeships 
wherever possible.  For example, Darkan District High School could be utilised right now.  That idea is 
something that I will continue to push.   
No-one can deny that Western Australia is experiencing a teacher shortage.  Indeed, even the Minister for 
Education and Training cannot deny it.  I will not harp on about it.  However, in November last year we warned 
the government about a teacher shortage and told it that it needed to do something about it.  I have the press 
release that refers to the teacher shortage and to subsequent comments that were made about the matter in 
Parliament.  We must look to the future.  Teachers need incentives.  The Minister for Education and Training is 
on the right track, even if the federal Minister for Education, Science and Training does not agree.  I like the idea 
of the incentive that involves the waiving of higher education contribution scheme fees.   
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That would be a good incentive.  I have no doubt that we need to provide teachers with 
incentives so that good teachers choose to teach at our rural and regional schools.  My daughter taught at Port 
Hedland for two years, one of the very schools at which there is a shortage.  I jokingly blame her for causing the 
shortage, because she requested a transfer to Albany.  She had a wonderful time in Port Hedland.  It was a great 
experience for her.  She did a terrific job teaching and she learnt a heck of a lot about life, about the way other 
people live and about some of the issues confronted by the people in that town.  She applied to move thinking 
that the transfer would not happen for another year.  She was happy to get the transfer, but she said that she 
would not have minded one more year at Port Hedland.  Mr Speaker, our agricultural colleges do a fantastic job.  
They are meeting some of the need caused by labour shortages.  I recently talked with Principal Andrew Castle 
from Narrogin Agricultural College about the lack of Western Power linesmen.  Perhaps agricultural colleges 
could hold a linesman course in conjunction with Western Power that would allow students to obtain a job with 
Western Power in the country.  That would be a natural progression, and it is a very important role to fill.  Peter 
Browne conducted a review of the agricultural colleges.  It was suggested that a position of director of ag 
colleges be created that was similar to the position of district director of education.  That position has never 
come to fruition, and I think it should.  I will question the minister about that when I get the opportunity.  There 
are differences between the ag colleges and the usual educational colleges.  Someone with a particular focus on 
ag colleges could deliver great benefits. 
Mr D.A. Templeman:  You would have a few in your electorate. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON:  There is only the one ag college in my electorate in Narrogin, but I have been closely 
associated with the Denmark, Harvey, Morawa and Cunderdin colleges over the years.  They all do a great job.  
The Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Kim Chance, has been involved with a plan to enable the students at 
Narrogin Agricultural College and in the Lake Grace region to get an education at what was the research station 
at Newdegate.  There is some resistance to that idea from the hierarchy of the Department of Education because 
of the cost, but it would be a great thing.  We have been talking about labour shortages.  A great opportunity 
exists to provide training there. 
The agricultural industry is vitally important in my electorate because it underpins almost all the businesses in 
my region.  People in the agricultural industry had a very tough year last year but they are a pretty optimistic lot.  
Most of them got through the past year okay, although some suffered a fair bit of pain.  A good season is needed 
this year.  Commodity prices are pretty good.  If we get a reasonable season, my electorate will be very 
productive and will provide benefits to the people in my electorate and the state.  Obviously, grain marketing has 
been a big issue.  I went to the wheat meeting in Katanning the other day and heard the different views on the 
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single-desk policy and deregulation etc.  There is no doubt that probably 80 per cent of people in my electorate 
support the single-desk system.  I congratulate the committee on the way the meeting was run because it was 
handled well.  The farmers and others showed a lot of respect for each other and presented their side of the 
argument well, which was good to see. 
I will not comment on a case that is currently before the courts regarding live sheep exports.  However, the live 
sheep export industry is critical to this state.  Western Australia is the biggest live exporter in Australia.  I 
understand the argument regarding cruelty to animals; however, the industry has lifted its game a lot, although it 
must ensure that it keeps the bar set very high.  If we lost that industry, it would go somewhere else where the 
standard of looking after the animals would be nowhere near as high as it is in Western Australia.  Although 
members of animal liberation groups such as People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals think they are doing a 
good thing, I think they might be doing the opposite.  However, we must make sure that we keep the industry, 
and ensure that the standard of looking after the animals is kept at the highest possible level.  If some firms are 
not meeting the highest standards, the industry should take action against those firms. 
There has been a big locust plague this season.  I congratulate the Department of Agriculture and Food.  I wrote 
letters to people in the department, particularly to John Glauert, who heads the ag department in Katanning.  It 
was a huge job.  The department is still spraying the south coast.  If it had not been for that spraying, the problem 
would have been a heck of a lot worse.  The department managed to dissipate the plague so that it did not cause 
as much damage as otherwise would have been the case.  The starlings are getting out of control on the south 
coast and we are losing that battle.  I know that Minister Chance has increased the allocation of resources, but 
more people are needed there right now. 
Another matter that is holding back agriculture is red tape and regulation.  We must have regulations, 
particularly for safety etc, but we have gone over the top.  In the area of transport, for example, a truck driver 
must take video footage of a bridge and send it to Main Roads before he can drive his truck over the bridge, 
which is absolutely ridiculous.  That is what is happening at the moment. 
I will touch briefly on daylight saving.  We will debate that if we can get our bill up.  I am open about the issue 
of daylight saving because a person’s view on daylight saving depends on what he does.  At a meeting in 
Kojonup recently I mentioned that I loved daylight saving when I played cricket as a young kid.  It suited me 
because I could go to training and still have plenty of time for a beer afterwards.  It does not suit my lifestyle 
now, but I do not want to get into any arguments about daylight saving, other than to say that National Party 
members have been overwhelmed by the community-driven response from our electorates.  Earlier today I spoke 
about members listening to their electorates.  If I did not present petitions and argue the case in this place, I 
would not be doing my job as a member of Parliament.  I went to a women’s bowls day in Kojonup.  There were 
about 160 bowlers from the region and I got absolutely hammered on that day about daylight saving.  That is 
typical of what has been going on in our electorates.  If members go to the Wagin Woolorama, I am sure that 
they will see it alive and well.  I ask members to consider the bill and to remember that they are in this place to 
represent their electorates.  The bill seeks only to bring the referendum forward to this year so that the people can 
have their say. 
The Premier mentioned road safety.  It is a huge issue for me.  Last year I ran my road safety forum, which I 
think was very successful.  Some shires have picked up on that idea and are running their own road safety 
committees and are involving the people in their towns.  That is fantastic.  It is only a small thing, but I think it 
will help.  I know that the member for Avon will probably run a forum in his area.  It enlightens people and 
alerts them to what is going on.  The WA Road Safety Council needs to provide more support at a local level.  I 
believe the Road Safety Council needs to have meetings in small country venues this year.  It needs to spend a 
couple of days in the different areas and talk to people.  That may open its members’ eyes.  I congratulate the 
Road Safety Council because I know that what it is aiming to do is good; it wants to fix the problem, but 
sometimes it gets a little cut off and does not listen to what people are saying.  There are other methods that 
should be investigated. 

The labour shortage, particularly of meat workers in our abattoirs, has been a big issue in my electorate, and that 
raises the issue of the 457 visas.  I understand that we must have control over those visas, but we also must make 
sure that we speed up the process so that vital industries can keep ticking over.  This argument has gone on for 
quite a while.  A couple of abattoirs in my area are struggling to keep their production going.  The oil mallee 
plant at Narrogin proved its value.  However, it is now lying dormant.  I know that a report is due to be released 
soon.  I congratulate the minister, because I think he supports the plant.  He has said to me that he wants to get a 
five megawatt plant up and running.  I hope that happens, because it is a fantastic plant.  It has many benefits.  Its 
environmental and salinity benefits are huge, and it produces activated carbon and eucalyptus oil. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  My mail indicates that it has been dismantled. 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Not yet.  I hope it will not be, but the member might be right.  I will briefly mention 
sport before I conclude my comments. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I wondered when you were going to get around to it. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes, I am running a bit late with sport.  It is important.  We undervalue sport in this 
state.  People sometimes say that we place too much emphasis on it.  I do not think we do.  We talk about health, 
social wellbeing, leadership and young kids with self-esteem issues.  Sport is a key issue in that area.  Once the 
minister receives the report from Langoulant, a decision about the stadium will need to be made.  At the end of 
the day it will be the government’s decision.  I support all sports.  Basically, I have been a cricket-football-tennis 
man.  I think the management of the stadium will be the key to its success.  Although I am not saying that the 
West Australian Football Commission should manage the stadium, we must remember that it will be one of the 
major users of the stadium.  It generates money.  Whatever structure is set up, we must not crucify football so 
that our two teams end up like North Melbourne, because that would have a huge effect on sport in this state.  
Members need look only at the effect that the Australian Football League’s community camps have on the 
community.  I am not saying that the Football Commission should be given total control, but the minister must 
make sure that its right to an income is protected, so that the other levels of football are protected. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is a key intention that football should be better off through the expenditure of public 
money, not worse off. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is good.  I will highlight how important sport is.  We celebrated 100 years of 
Country Week Cricket.  Country Week Cricket has been an institution, and many members in this place have 
probably taken part in it.  A dinner was held at the Hyatt Regency Perth to celebrate it.  I think the Western 
Australian Cricket Association got the biggest shock of its life.  I went to the early meetings and some people 
wondered whether the Hyatt would be too big for the dinner.  We had to hire two rooms because 770 people 
attended that dinner.  It was great to see the Minister for Sport and Recreation there lending his support.  It 
showed how important sport is to people in the country.  It is not about just the sport; it is about the networks, 
the friendships and the role that sport plays within the community. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I know that your humility won’t allow you to put it on the record, but congratulations on 
being declared a legend of the game for country cricket. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I thank the minister for that.  I congratulate the minister on the community sporting and 
recreation facilities fund grants.  They are really important.  I have had a couple of issues, one being at 
Dumbleyung.  I went to see the people at the Department of Sport and Recreation about it last week.  That is the 
only reason I went to see the minister’s lady representative there, who gave me some very good advice that I will 
follow up.  Sport is very important.  I will leave it there because I am running out of time.   

Bush change is still happening.  There are a lot of positive things out there in country WA.  People are moving 
there.  The country really was not mentioned in the Premier’s Statement.  The government should not forget 
about it.  Quite often the government argues that the commonwealth is not giving Western Australia the amount 
of funding that the state has earned for Australia.  I agree with that; I support the government on that.  However, 
the government must remember that it must do the same thing for country WA.  It cannot have it both ways and 
only say that Western Australia produces everything for the commonwealth but does not get anything back, 
when rural areas produce a heck of a lot for this state and do not get it back.  The government must make sure 
that it also remembers our rural areas.  Lastly, today has been a pretty tumultuous day.  Let us all learn from it, 
lift our game and make this Parliament the highly respected place that it should be.  I look forward with great 
enthusiasm to the coming year. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [9.36 pm]:  I also congratulate the new member for Peel, Paul Papalia, on 
his success at the recent by-election.  I am sure that, coming from good stock, he will make a fantastic 
contribution in this Parliament. 
I am glad that the Premier raised the issue of affordable housing.  That is one of the main topics that I want to 
talk about tonight.  I think it is a bit ironic that the Labor Party, which is supposedly in touch with the working 
man, has allowed Western Australia’s chronic shortage of affordable housing to continue.  However, I note the 
government’s most recent move into this area with its First Start program.  I reckon it is a good start, but it will 
have minimal impact on the housing crisis.  A thousand people a year will benefit from it, but thousands of 
others will miss out.  Recently, through a parliamentary internship program, I was able to gain the services of a 
student to research a report on the barriers to affordable housing and the opportunities for change.  That report 
was compiled by Ms Caroline Parkinson. 
In my area of Bunbury, as in other areas of Western Australia, we are experiencing a crisis in housing 
affordability.  Housing prices in the area have risen by some 40 per cent in the past year, and new land for 
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development is scarce.  My office receives new requests each week for assistance with finding housing.  Just last 
week one woman came into my office, and she had been sleeping in her car for a year.  She is a 62-year-old 
woman who suffers from arthritis.  She has been on the Homeswest waiting list for two and a half years and 
simply cannot find any affordable private rental property, so she waits out her time living in her car with her 
ageing dog for both her companionship and her security.  A further case is that of a 71-year-old woman who is 
the full-time carer for her wheelchair-bound 90-year-old mother, who is a stroke victim.  This woman suffers 
from osteoporosis and has been forced to sleep on a folder bed in the dining room of their one-bedroom unit for 
the past 12 months while waiting for a Homeswest unit.  A lot of members in this chamber would experience the 
same thing, but I find it a bit gut wrenching that I can do only so much to help people, and sometimes there is 
very little that I can do to help them.  However, it is a situation that I am certainly not willing to accept as 
unsolvable. 
I have been a bit disturbed on a number of fronts about the interference and misguidance that have been 
occurring in my part of the state, and no doubt that is mirrored in other areas of the state.  The first is the 
government’s program to sell off Homeswest housing.  In Bunbury this has occurred, and continues to occur, in 
the Withers and Carey Park areas.  I accept the desire to create more socially diverse neighbourhoods.  However, 
there is a major flaw because no criteria are being applied to purchasers to enforce the owner-occupier status of 
the Homeswest housing.  That is a major omission that has further exacerbated affordability in the housing crisis. 
Only a couple of years ago Bunbury was a relatively cheap place to buy property, and investors caught on to that 
fact.  When the government started selling Homeswest housing, investors had a field day in picking up cheap 
housing.  Speculators from the eastern states bought properties online.  Many have never visited Bunbury or 
viewed their investments firsthand.  Most of them have no commitment to Bunbury or the social fabric that is 
our community.  The very people who needed housing were outbid by cashed-up investors.  What did the 
investors do?  They took advantage of the shortage in rental accommodation and significantly increased rents.  
They effectively forced families out of their homes as they could no longer afford the rents.  They went on to 
Homeswest’s ever-increasing waiting list.  The waiting list for Homeswest in Bunbury is now four years.  
Priority listing has now gone out to six months.  How do people survive four years on a waiting list to qualify for 
Homeswest accommodation?  Certainly, to fit the criteria people must have well below what is now required to 
afford or enter into the private rental market. 
I am aware of a major housing project that was planned for a suburb-sized space next to the Bunbury Village 
Holiday Park, which is off Bussell Highway on Washington Avenue.  A developer had been negotiating to 
obtain the large tract of land from the government for over two years.  Contracts had been going backwards and 
forwards when, suddenly, the government withdrew the land from sale.  I have been advised that there will be no 
development on that site for at least five years.  The land is owned by the government and was subject to 
negotiations to sell so that a range of housing could be built.  After two years of protracted negotiations and 
contracts, it was decided to suddenly withdraw it from the market.  The state’s inability to release enough land to 
meet Western Australia’s needs has been raised repeatedly in the media.  This is another case in which the 
government is failing to recognise a critical need and could take steps to alleviate the problem. 
As Ms Parkinson points out in her report, the Labor government recognised in its own reports that the supply of 
housing needs to increase by 56 per cent by 2026 to meet growing demand.  I have extracted a few points from 
her report.  Overall, four per cent of Western Australia’s households are experiencing some degree of housing 
stress.  The figure seems quite low but when it is converted into percentages for low income earners - that is, 
those who earn less than $539 a week - approximately 60 per cent of renters are paying over 30 per cent of their 
income in rent.  That represents a huge affordability problem for those who can least afford it.  Population and 
housing trends indicate that the problem is likely to get worse.  Although the population is set to increase 32 per 
cent by 2026, the number of homes needed to offset the additional population is expected to require a 56 per cent 
increase in new housing.  The imbalance is due to changing household structures, with increases in one and two-
person households occurring at the expense of two-parent families, which are expected to decrease from 34 per 
cent to 18 per cent by 2026.  The ageing of the population, a trend that has received much attention from 
policymakers, is set to increase the demand for small-scale, manageable homes appropriate for single person, 
low-maintenance living.  Since the 2001 census, housing affordability has deteriorated further in Western 
Australia.  Over the past year to November 2006 rental prices have jumped by 23 per cent.  The Hegney Property 
Group has predicted another 20 per cent rise by the end of 2008.  Some real estate pundits are even predicting 
increases of 30 per cent or more by the end of this year.  This figure is well above the rise in the annual wage 
price index, which reported a 4.6 per cent increase in the year to 30 June 2006.  Rental vacancies are currently 
less than two per cent.  That leaves many renters with almost no choice in their housing situation and forces them 
to pay increasingly high prices.  The upshot is that despite the resource-led economic prosperity in this state, an 
increased number of people will be under housing stress.  There has been a failure to address this problem.  The 
funds to supply public housing have been shrinking while those available for rental assistance have been 
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increasing.  This is a concerning trend that is unsustainable and fails to address the cause.  There is stagnation 
and even decline in public housing stocks at a time when they desperately need to increase.   
Many members would be surprised to hear that at least half the private rental market receives some form of rent 
assistance, equating to 10 per cent of the population.  That is quite high.  In 2003 the maximum rent assistance 
available to a single person with no family was $94.40 a fortnight, a level that does not reflect the reality of 
today’s rental market.  As a result, 32 per cent of rental assistance recipients remain in housing stress.   
Mr D.A. Templeman:  That’s why we need to push for the federal government to increase the cap, because they 
are the ones that are capping the rental assistance.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am happy to push anybody because I think it is a grave problem.  The Premier raised 
it today.  It is one of the major problems confronting our society in Western Australia today.  Funding for 
bandaid solutions such as rent assistance does not address the real cause of the problem.  It is clear that rental 
assistance in isolation is not the correct policy response.  Potential solutions have been talked about but they 
have failed to be implemented.  The state government must initiate programs that encourage and provide 
incentives for joint ventures between government agencies and private development.  For this to be effective, it 
needs the cooperation of local governments, as it is their role to apply appropriate zoning mixes to allow for the 
creation of affordable housing to suit the changing needs of the market.  Local government needs to make a clear 
commitment to affordable housing, so that developers can respond to a clear message to increase affordable 
housing.  To develop a working social housing program requires incentive schemes.  Incentive schemes can be 
incorporated into packages.  They need to be flexible and innovative to cater for different types of development.  
The most common incentive to development of affordable housing is through bonus density.  The state of 
California requires local government to provide 25 per cent density bonuses to developments that include a 
component of affordable housing.  Ever since entering politics, and previously in my role as the Mayor of 
Bunbury, I have advocated reversing the government’s trend of aggregating all policy decisions in Perth.  The 
Housing Advisory Committee is another example of policy driven from the metropolitan area and imposed on 
regional areas.  A major company such as BHP has a chief executive on board, but long ago it realised that once 
it attained a certain size, it acquired a decision-making power that had to be delegated down to the managers on 
the ground to be effective.  Western Australia is no different.  Qualities that suit the metropolitan area do not 
automatically translate to being suitable for regional areas.  Decision makers really need to be put back into 
regional areas so that local decision making will be based on what really works in those areas.  The chief 
economist for AMP Ltd, Shane Oliver, recently said that Western Australia will benefit from the booming 
Chinese economy for the next 30 years.  If real action is not taken now to address the affordable housing 
situation in Western Australia, a large number of good people will simply suffer because they do not have access 
to high incomes.   
Another area I want to touch on is the Yarragadee aquifer.  I was delighted to read recently in The West 
Australian that Premier Carpenter had given his promise that the Yarragadee project would not proceed if it 
would do damage to the environment.  Given that promise, I call on the Premier to announce today that the 
Water Corporation’s proposal to take 45 gigalitres a year from the Yarragadee to be used in Perth will be 
scrapped.  I am sure that the Premier’s advisers have had time to read the Environmental Protection Authority’s 
report into the Yarragadee proposal.  The report contains sufficient uncertainty and concerns about the impact of 
the project on the environment of the south west to lead the Premier to make good his promise and scrap the 
project.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Are you going to acknowledge that that report gave approval to the project?   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It did not give approval; it gave conditional approval, subject to a whole set of criteria.  
One area that needs to be raised again is the recharge rate of the Yarragadee.  In October 2005, the peer review 
panel appointed by the state government made a submission on the Yarragadee.  The panel used the “best 
science available” - a term the Water Corporation loves to use - to make its determination that the net recharge 
rate for the Yarragadee is 374 gigalitres a year.  A little over 12 months later, the recharge rate, again using the 
best available science, has been determined by the Environmental Protection Authority to be only 150 gigalitres 
a year.  The difference between the two figures is quite astounding.  The fall in the known recharge rate would in 
itself be sufficient for the Water Corporation to reconsider its proposal.   

The Yarragadee aquifer sustains a number of very important ecosystems in the south west through open 
discharge into river systems, such as the Blackwood River, and wetlands.  The maintenance of the region’s 
watertable is very strongly influenced by the Yarragadee.  Playing with the natural balance between recharge and 
discharge into the environment through direct recharge and maintenance of ground water levels is a looming 
environmental disaster, with the potential to dwarf any tragedy foisted on the environment since Federation.  We 
need only consider the numbers to realise how fragile an environment the Yarragadee is.  
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[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It is reported to hold over one billion gigalitres of water, yet its net recharge is only 
150 gigalitres a year.  If the actions of the Water Corporation damage the aquifer, how long will it take to repair?  
Will it be one, two, three or 100 lifetimes?  If this catastrophic event takes place, what does the Water 
Corporation intend to do about it?  It intends to rape and pillage the already strained river systems of the south 
west.  It cannot do this by tapping some of the larger and less utilised rivers of the south west, because they are 
already too polluted and high in salinity.  Every year, in excess of 100 gigalitres of useable water pours out of 
Perth into the ocean.  There has been a lot of talk about recycled water, and this has focused on the disagreeable 
thought of drinking our own waste.  As we know, sewerage is known as black water.  However, the 
100 gigalitres of grey water that is currently being wasted deserves to be given attention.  Many people would 
resist drinking recycled black water.  However, there would be little resistance to drinking recycled grey water.  
We need to be more diverse in our thinking about water solutions.  One solution would be to have multiple pipe 
systems, with one pipe to deliver drinking water and another pipe to deliver water for use in commercial 
businesses, gardens, sporting grounds and nature strips.   

The problem of restricting access to water sources will not vanish over the next few years or decades.  We need 
to engage in long-term planning.  However, we are not about to run out of water tomorrow.  Our environment is 
too precious to this state and to Australia to make a misguided and pre-emptive move to further develop a water 
resource that we simply do not know enough about.  Perhaps one day Yarragadee water will flow to Perth.  
However, that decision does not need to be made now.  We have plenty of time in which to conduct a more in-
depth study and to further improve the science and explore other alternatives.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Are you aware of how much research has been done over the past four years? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am, minister.  I have had discussions with departmental heads.  The problem is that 
the people of the south west - the minister can talk to his members about this - do not believe the minister.  
Figures are being bandied around all over this state about recharge rates and how much water is available.  The 
problem is that no-one believes them.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Perhaps that is because there has been too much science and everyone has become lost in it. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The minister should not make light of a very serious situation. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I am not.  I am saying that is part of the problem. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am saying that people do not believe the figures that are being bandied around.  
Those figures are changing every five minutes.  The recent debate about whether the price of water should be 
increased has yet to run its course in the public arena.  I believe a more logical approach can be taken to water 
management than simply increasing the price of water.  That argument is similar to the argument that the price of 
sweets should be increased to prevent obesity.  The price of water may well increase in this state.  However, that 
should be because hard decisions have been made about how to utilise our existing water resources.  The 
Yarragadee may be the cheapest option for the supply of water to the metropolitan area - even that is 
debateable - but that does not make it the best option.  There are other options, such as processing the water in 
Wellington Dam.  That has been mentioned today.  Concerns have been expressed about the government’s claim 
that it will cost $850 million to process that water.  I have yet to see why the cost will be so high.  However, if 
that is the case, it will lead to a natural increase in water charges.  That will mean that the people who are calling 
for water prices to be increased to reduce consumption will get their wish.  It will mean also that we will be 
utilising a water source that is currently being wasted, and we will be removing the risk that the south west’s 
natural beauty will be destroyed.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 9.58 pm 

__________ 
 


